• Social Studies: Information Processing-Analyze interpretations of the same event from multiple types of sources;
• Language Arts: Reading-Analyze differences between fiction and nonfiction;
• Language Arts: Reference and Study Skills-Use interviewing to gather information;
• Language Arts: Speaking-Participate in dramatic activities such as puppetry, pantomime, plays, choral speaking, and storytelling; and
• Fine Arts: Theatre Arts-Develop research skills and familiarization with available resources to gain information to support presentational and representational theatre activities. 2. Give students enough time to jot down their memories and then ask them to stop and read their papers to the person sitting to their right.
3. Ask a few students to share with the whole group.
4. On chart paper make a list of all the adjectives the students use to describe how they felt when they accomplished their goal and make another list of all the adjectives students use to describe how they felt when their accomplishments were publicly acknowledged.
PROCEDURES:
1. Show enlarged pictures of the crowd from the March on Washington. Ask the students if they recognize any of the faces of the people in the crowd. Emphasize that just because most of the faces don't belong to well-known historical figures, it doesn't mean that they are not worthy of our attention. In fact, the pictures are the faces of the people who made the marches a success. They are important and learning about their stories, why they chose to leave their homes and participate, is learning about some very powerful forces behind one of the greatest moments in human history.
Show students a video clip of the March on
Washington to get a feel for how many people were there.
3. Play excerpts of the "I Have a Dream" speech. Have students discuss how they feel about Dr. King's dream and identify their own dreams for universal civil and human rights.
4. Have each student go back to still pictures and select one unidentified marcher and observe his or her picture closely. What does his/her facial expression say to you? What do you imagine the marcher is thinking about as he/she listens to King's speech? Have each student create a list of questions that he/she would ask the unidentified person if he/she could interview the person. Students make up a story explaining why their person is at the march and how she feels after listening to King. Include everything in the story that they already know about the March. Describe the person's reaction to King's speech.
5. Allow students to share their stories in think-pairshare teams. Once they have shared their stories, have each team make a diagram to identify key facts about the March on Washington that were included in both stories.
6. Have students search the web and classroom resources to find:
• more key facts about the March on Washington.
• stories about local march participants from old newspaper articles from the place where their unidentified person was from.
• actual stories of real people who attended/participated in the march. See if they can find out about any of these "unidentified persons" in the photographs.
• webquest on civil rights.
7. Have students revisit their initial fictionalized story about an unidentified marcher and add interesting details and real-life events they discovered in their research.
8. Have students plan and conduct a ceremony celebrating their fictionalized participants.
CENTERS/EXTENSION IDEAS:
1. Students read historical fiction about an earlier era of the African American struggle for civil rights. 4. With the permission of the interviewees, have students take pictures and display them in the classroom along with excerpts of the interview.
5. Students can take on the role of their parents, grandparents or community members and perform their stories for the class and community. The interviewees can be invited guests. Students can 2. Students create a "Dreaming On" King Center using contemporary issues of concern to them (students can refer back to their personal dreams for universal human rights).
REFERENCES:
Print:
I Have A Dream: An Illustrated Edition
Online:
African American Odyssey: Civil Rights Era (The Library Congress' Website) http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/aaothml/exhibit/ aopart9.html.
The March On Washington http:www.mecca.org/`crights/wash.html.
Video:
"Capture the Dream"
